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CONFIDENTIAL NICOSIA 2394 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PINT CY GR 

SUB J : CLERIDES DECAMPS TO LIMASSOL 

1. GREEK EMBASSY TOLD US A FEW MINUTES AGO THAT PRESIDENT 
CLERIDES AND IMMEDIATE ENTOURAGE HAD LEFT NICOSIA FEW HOURS 
AGO AND TAKEN UP RESIDENCE IN AMATHUS HOTEL, LIMASSOL. CLERIDES 
REPORTEDLY CALLED GREEK EMBASSY FROM HOTEL TO INFORM WHEREABOUTS, 
CONFIRM INTENTION RETURN NICOSIA AS SOON AS CONDITIONS PERMIT. 

2. GREEK EMBASSY UNSURE WHY CLERIDES MOVED IN SUCH HASTE, SUSPECTS 
HE AND IMMEDIATE STAFF PANICKED ON HEARING OF HEAVY FIGHTING 
AROUND AIRPORT ROUNDABOUT AND REPORT THAT TURKS HAD BROKEN INTO 
OLD CITY AROUND LEDRA STREET AREA. (GREEK EMBASSY DENIES REPORT; 
UNFICYP UNABLE CONFIRM OR DENY.) 
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3. GREEK EMBASSY SERIOUSLY TROUBLED AT PROSPECT OF LOSING ALL CONTACT 
WITH GOCYPRUS (PHONES STILL WORKING). THIS, PLUS CONTINUED HEAVY 
FIGHTING IN IMMEDIATE AREA, HAS CAUSED GOGREECE EMBASSY CON- 
SIDER MOVE TO LIMASSOL. 

4. EMBOFF SPOKE WITH CLERIDES AT AMATHUS AT 1415 RPT 1415 LOCAL. 

CLERIDES VAGUE ON REASONS FOR TRIP, THOUGH SAID HE EXPECTS BE 
BACK IN NICOSIA EITHER TONIGHT OR TOMORROW MORNING. CLAIMED 
HE HAD HEARD OF "SMALL PENETRATION" IN NG LINES WEST OF CITY 
AFTER RPT AFTER ARRIVAL LIMASSOL; NG HAS TOLD HIM THIS BREACH 
NOW REPAIRED AND LINES IN WESTERN AREA OF CITY VIRTUALLY IN SAME 
SHAPE AS YESTERDAY. CLERIDES DECLINED WITH HIS USUAL GRACIOUSNESS OUR 
OFFER SEND EMBASSY REP TO AMATHUS FOR DURATION HIS STAY THERE. 

5. COMMENT. SO LONG AS PHONES HOLD, WE WILL HAVE SOME CONTACT WITH 
AUTHORITATIVE LEVEL OF GOCYPRUS. IN EXTREMIS, BELIEVE WE MIGHT 

BE ABLE USE UNFICYP AND POSSIBLY ALSO UK COMMO FACILITIES, THOUGH 
NO GUARANTEE. ANY CASE, CLERIDES MOVE STRIKES US AS AWKWARD 
THIS IUNCTURE, WHATEVER REASON, SINCE IT EFFECTIVELY CRIPPLES 
OUR CONTACT WITH HIM. ALSO RAISES DANGER THAT TURKS MIGHT 
MISREAD HIS TRIP AS PANICKY FLIGHT, THEREBY RAISING OWN SIGHTS 
IN NICOSIA AREA. 
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